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wncmn Water Sysiems

All public water systems are required to notify
consumers if any regulated contaminant, including
aftrate, exceeds the maxirmum contaminant level
(MCL) that is set by the federal Safe Drinking
Water Act Municipal systems (such as city, town,
or sanitary districts} and OtherThan-Municipal
{OTM) systems (such as mobile home parks or
condominium associations) are required to report
any detection of a regulated contaminant that
occurred in the previous year in their annual
Consumer Confidence Report {CCR}. If you would
like to view your community’s CCR, contact

your local water supplier or visit the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) website
at dorawigov, Search: water quality data. Then
select Drinking Water Sample Resulis. A search

can then be made by city or individual syster.

< Treatment methods are available
that can reduce the levels of nitrate
in the drinking water supply,
but some methods may be more
appropriate or cost-effective than
others. In many cases the best option
for a cornmunity is to drill a new well.

Residential Well Owners

The only way to know if your drinking water
contains nitrate is to have a water sample from
your private well tested by a certified laboratory.
A list of certified labs is available online at
dunrwi.gov, Search: certified labs_ A nitrate test is
recommended for all newly constructed private
wells and wells that have not been tested during
the past 5 years. Testing is also recommended
for well water used by pregnant women and is
essential for a well that serves infants under §
months of age. Wells with nitrate concentrations
between 5 and 10 milligrams per liter should be
tested annually. Additional testing may aiso be
useful if there are any known sources of nitrate
or if high nitrate concentrations are found In
neighboring wells.

Results of water quality tests done by the State
Laboratory of Hygiene are automatically reported
to DNR for filing. You can find your Unique Well
Nurmnber close to the sampling faucet on the water
pipe entering the building from the well or on the
main electrical fuse box.

mﬂnm should I .do if
my water is high
in nitrate?

1f the nitrate-nitrogen
concentration of your water
exceeds the 1-miiligram per
liter standard, ihe following
actions are recommended:

# No infant or female whois
or may become pregnant
should consume any water
that exceeds 10 ppm nitrate.

® The Wisconsin Division of
Public Health recommends
that peopie of all ages avoid
long-term consumption
of water that has a nitrate
level greater than 10 ppm.

@ Do not attempt to
remove the uitrate by
boiling the water. This
will only increase the
nitrate concentration.

& Scek medical help
immediately if the skin
color of an infant appears
bluish or gray. Sometimes
color change is first noticed
around the mouth, or
on the hands and feet.

é Protect your water supply
from nitrate contamination
by reducing fertilizer you
use, improving manure-
handling methaods,
maintaining your septic
system and pumping
septic tanks regularly
to pravent overfiow.

& Consult a licensed well
driller to help determine
whether a new weil could
provide safer water
for the long tern:.

@ Consider treatment
devices approved by
the Department of
Safety and Professional
Services (DSPS).

Where can I get more
irformation?

Licensed well drillers can help you
determine whether drifling a weil
with more casing can reduce the
nitrate levels in your water. Check
your local phone directory under
“Water Well Drilling & Service”

The Wisconsin Department of
Health Services (DHS), Division of
Public Health can give you more
information on the potential heaith
effects of nitrate exposure. Call
{(608) 266-0923 or visit the DHS
website at éhs.wisconsip.gov/water.

The Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection {DATCP) can give you
more information on locating
potential nitrate sources.

Call (608) 224-4502 or visit the
DATCP website at datcp.state.wius

A list of certified labs is available
online at dnrwi.gev, Search:
certified labs.

DINR has more information about
drinking water on its website. Go
to darwk.gov, Search: drinking
water, and select [rom a variety of
iisted topics. Find cut how to deal
with water quality problems by
searching for “What's Wrong with
My Water” on the DNR website.

The University of Wisconsin-
Cooperative Extension has many
publications related fo drinking water
and water quality available on its
website. Go to uwex.edy, Search:
drinking water publications

The Department of Safety and
Professional Services has information
on water treatment and approvals on
its website at dsps.wi.gov.

depswi.gov/php/sh-ppalopp/
contam result.php/336

Contact Us

Customer Service Staff are here to assist vou.

How may we help yvou?

Cali Toli Free 1-888-WDNRINFO (1-888-536-7463)
Or, go to dar.wi.gov, Search: Contact

Click on one of the following options:

Chaf with customer service.

Call a representative.

Email vour question.

Toli free hotlines
. Violation Hotiine:
1-800-TIP-WDNR or
phone 1-800-847-3367
Confidentially report
suspected wildlife,
recreational and
environmental
violations.

Emergency
Spill Hotline:
1-800-943-0003 phone

Bilingual Services are available
Drinking Water & Groundwater Program
101 S. Webster

P.O. Box 7921

Madison, WI 53707-7921

(608) 266-1054

For more information, go to dorwi.gov,
Search: Drinking Water

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
provides equal opporfunity n is employment,
programs, services and functions under an
Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any questions,
please write to: Equal Opportunity Office,
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

This publication s available in alternative format
(large print, Braille, avdiotape, elc.) upon request.
Please calf (608) 266-1054 for more information.
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Bacteria in Drinking Water from Private Wells

Including Total Coliform Bacteria and E.coli

An excerpt from: Tests for Drinking Water from Private Wells,
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Drinking
Water and Groundwater

As one of Wisconsin’s 900,000 private well owners or private well water consumers, you probably use
groundwater for doing your family’s laundry, drinking, cooking, bathing and watering your garden.
Municipalities are required to test their water supplies regularly to ensure the water is safe to drink, Since
there is no requirement to test a private well except for bacteria when it is first drilled or the pump is
changed, you are responsible for making sure your water is safe. Most private wells provide a clean, safe
supply of water; however, contaminants can pollute private wells, and unfortunately you cannot see,
smell or taste most of them. Consequently, you should test your water on a regular basis. The decision
on what to test your water for should be based on the types of land uses near your weli.

Coliform bacteria live in soil, on vegetation and in surface water. Coliform bacteria found in the intestines
of warm-blooded animals and their feces are called E.coli. Some strains of coliform bacteria can survive
for long periods in soil and water and can be carried into well casings by insects. Bacteria washed into the
ground by rainwater or snowmelt are usually filtered out as the water seeps through the soil, but they
sometimes enter water supplies through cracks in well casings, poorly-sealed caps, fractures in the
underlying bedrock, and runoff into sinkholes. Coliform bacteria are the most common contaminants
found in private water systems. A 1994 Wisconsin survey found them in 23% of the wells tested and E.coll
in 2.4% of the wells,

Most coliform bacteria do not cause iliness, but indicate a breach in the water system. However, since
E.coli bacteria are found in fecal material, they are often present with bacteria, viruses and parasites that
can cause flu-like symptoms such as nausea, vamiting, fever and diarrhea. Private wells should be tested
at least once a year for bacteria, by a laboratory that performs an E.coli test when total coliform are
present. Test again if there js a change in the taste, color, odor or appearance of your water.

The coliform test is one of the most important tests you should have done on your well water. However,
bacteria are only one of many possible contaminants. A negative bacteria test is good news, but does not
mean your well is free of other contaminants.

Testing Recommendations: Every well should be tested once every year, or when there is a change
in taste, color or odor.

For the full brochure containing information on other private well testing recommendations, see the
handout at: htip://dnr.wigov/requintions/labcert/documents/testsforwell. pdf







